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What were the must-read books of the year? BD writers explain their choices while the Riba bookshop and the Triangle list their top five

Amanda Birch, Technical editor

Feilden Clegg Bradley: the environmental handbook edited by Ian Latham and Mark Swenarton
Rightangle Publishing, £24.99.

To dedicate this ‘Environmental Handbook’ to Richard Feilden, who tragically died on January 3rd 2005, seems a fitting and sensitive
tribute to his life. Together with his founding partners, Feilden made sustainable architecture central to the practice’s philosophy.

“This is not the usual self-regarding architectural monograph,” says Jonathan Dimbleby in his foreword to the book. “It focuses on the way
in which a concern for the environment has driven the work of the practice and even more usefully, shares with generosity the knowledge
built over the years.”

This book records the environmental work the practice has done over the last 25 years from passive solar house design in the 1980s
through to more complex energy equations in the institutional and commercial buildings more recently completed.

Ellis Woodman, Buildings editor

Without and Wthin by Mark Pimlott
Educational Studies Press

Mark Pimlott's Without and Within is the first full length book by one of the most incisive observers of the built environment. This
magesterial description of the formation of the American urban sensibility embraced two hundred years of history from the formation of the
first pioneer settlements to the ascendancy of the shopping mall as the urban paradigm to which so many buildings from the airport to the
art gallery now aspire.

Pimlott paints an alarming picture, and leaves no doubt that a position of resistance is the only ethical stance that an architect can adopt.

Rory Olcayto, Senior reporter

The Age of Sinan: Architectural Culture in the Ottoman Empire, by Gulru Necipoglu
Reaktion Books, 592pp
ISBN: 1-86189-253-5

He's the greatest renaissance architect you've never heard of – Mimar Sinan, chief architect of the Ottoman Empire - and in this book, you
can read his story. Stranger, longer and more spectacular than any of his 'western' contemporaries, Sinan's life and work are brought
vividly to life in this stunning biography by Harvard University's leading Islamic arts scholar Gulru Necipoglu.

Sinan is Islam's most celebrated architect, famed for transforming Istanbul's skyline with a succession of monumental domes and slender,
pencil-like minarets. He also solved the city's water supply problems as it underwent a massive population growth during its 16th century
golden age, and headed up a ceramics factory responsible for the beautiful blue, white and rusty red tiles that adorn his building's

interiors.

A soldier half his life, he took to the drawing board aged fifty. As Mustapha Sai, his first biographer and poet friend said: "Art's soldier is he, ready to give up his life for
it, Whenever with a challenging task he finds himself enlisted."

Pamela Buxton, Culture editor

Mapping London: Making Sense of the City by Simon Foxell
Black Dog Publishing, HB 288pp, £39.95.

There’s something completely engrossing about maps, especially those packed into this great new book on London. In the wrong hands,
this could’ve been a very dry, and nerdy read. But instead the fantastic variety of subject and appealing visual material in Simon Foxell’s
book make it just the opposite.

Historically, it’s of interest for the insight it gives into the growth of the capital. But the real stars of the book are the maps that go beyond
straight geographical representation and instead tackle themes such as bomb damage, disease, heat and poverty.

As is right and proper, there are plenty of familiar maps such as the London Underground and the A-Z, but also more quirky items such as
Maxwell Robert’s curved version of the tube map and the map from the opening credits to Eastenders.

RIBA BOOKSHOP RECOMMENDS

Designers, Visionaries + Other Stories A Collection of Sustainable Design Essays edited by Jonathan Chapman and Nick Gant
Earthscan Paperback | 224 pages | £24.95 |Code 63072 |
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This book unpacks the complex and crucial debates surrounding sustainable design.

It delivers a compelling manifesto for change, at a time of looming ecological crisis, mounting environmental legislations and limited sustainable
design progress.

This is a book about sustainable design, by the leading sustainable design thinkers.

For creative practitioners of all disciplines - professionals, students and academics.

Detail in Contemporary Residential Architecture by Virginia McLeod
Laurence King
Hardback | 240 pages | £30.00 | Code 60807

Architectural detailing makes a building unique, and can be the difference between architectural bliss and purgatory.

Detail in Contemporary Residential Architecture provides analysis of both the technical and the aesthetic importance of details in the
development of contemporary residential architecture from 2000 to 2005.

Featuring many of the world's most highly acclaimed architects, the book presents 52 of the most recently completed and influential house
designs.

Exploring Boundaries The Architecture of Wilkinson Eyre by Kurt Forster and Peter Davey
Birkhauser
Hardback| 170 pages | £39.90 |Code 58726

* WIN A COPY OF THIS BOOK - SEE DETAILS BELOW

The London architectural firm Wilkinson Eyre Architects, founded in 1983, has been drawing attention since the 1990s with its wealth of
innovative and imaginative designs - notably its spectacular and structurally ambitious bridges.

The best-known and most highly acclaimed are the Gateshead Millennium Bridge (2001) and the Floral Street Bridge (2003).

The firm has won many prizes, including the RIBA Stirling Prize twice.

It has also demonstrated the increasingly international scope of its activities by entering the competitions for the Guangzhou West Tower
in China and the Tensegrity Bridge in Washington DC, USA.

Spon's Architects’ and Builders’ Price Book 2008 edited by Davis Langdon
Spon Press
Hardback | 1000 pages | £135.00
Code 62457

The most detailed, professionally relevant source of construction price information currently available for the UK.

With competition growing fiercer throughout the industry and with recent pressure on materials due to rising commodity prices, the A & B's
unique Tender Index and checks against tenders are more valuable than ever before.

This is the only price book that gives a detailed cost base in a way that allows adjustment for market conditions that affect building prices
for Major Works contracts exceeding £3,000,000 in value.

Detail Practice Building with Steel Principles, Details, Examples by Alexander Reichel, Peter Ackermann, Alexander Hentschel,
Anette Hochberg
Birkhäuser
Paperback | 112 pages | £26.90
Code 62450

Readers with a professional interest in steel engineering will find this book incredibly useful.

It covers case study projects that exemplify common norm details and readers will find these superbly illustrated by large-scale drawings.

The authors also detail the fundamentals of planning load-bearing structures and provide design and planning help.

Copies are available to purchase from:
RIBA Bookshops Mail Order
15 Bonhill Street, London EC2P 2EA
Tel: 020 7256 7222
Fax 020 7374 8500
www.ribabookshops.com

TRIANGLE’S TOP FIVE SELLERS

1. I've heard about...(c). Francois Roche, Stephanie Lavaux, Jean Navorro avec Benoit Durandin by R & Sie(n).
AADCU Publication. China. £29.95

2. Praxis 9: Expanding Surface
USA. £12..95

3. From Agit-Prop to Free Space: The Architecture of Cedric Price by Mathews, S
£29.95.

4. Atlas of Novel Tectonics by Reiser+Umemoto
£15.99

5. Emerging Talents, Emerging Technologies. 2 Volumes
£25.00 each (Architectural Biennial Beijing 2006)
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To win a copy of Exploring Boundaries The Architecture of Wilkinson Eyre by Kurt Forster and Peter Davey, send an email with Wilkinson Eyre in the subject line to
bdonline@cmpi.biz before 5pm Wednesday December 19.

 Get the latest stories first with BD newsletters. Click to signup
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